












































: Please Note: -- 


Just received shipment of a new imported French Velvet Metallic 
3-inch banding, available in all Church colors. This is an exclu- 
sive pattern with us, and most reasonably priced. Samples upon 


request. 


' THOMAS A. BLAKE 
866 Fifth Avenue New York 1, N. Y. 
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Made For Mary! 


Here is something that will help you to honor Mary throughout the 
entire Marian Year, and help you, too, to draw all the profit possible 
from Mary’s feasts as they occur in this year of grace. Our booklet 
“Liturgical Novenas and Triduums for all the Feasts of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary”’ is ideal for this year, because it contains prayers and de- 
votions for all Mary’s feasts, the minor ones as well as the greater. 
Use it to discover new depths and meaning to Our Lady’s festivals, to 
prepare yourself for her great feasts, to offer her a worthy honor and 
devotion. Only 25¢. Order soon from: — 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








An Easter TreasuresPackage to Delight You 


For only $1.50 prepaid a real ‘‘Easter-egg”’ of timely gifts in one 
colorful package, including a snowy-white Eversharp pencil bearing an 
image of the beloved Infant of Prague, a booklet on this very. popular 
devotion and other pictures, medals and leaflets. Order early to en- 
sure timely delivery. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Printed and published monthly by the Benedictine Sisters of Per- 
petual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the supervision of a Bene- 
dictine Father. 

Subs¢ription Price: $2.00 a year, or $3.00 for two years (Canada 
and foreign countries, $2.25 a year, or $3.50 for two years). 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. Ac- 


ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 
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Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 

A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 

of the Poor Souls. Price, $2.00 a year, or $3.00 for two years; Canada and 
Foreign countries, $2.25 a year, or $3.50 for two years. 
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Your Pleading VIGIL LIGHT — 


During the LENTEN SEASON we are urged to increase our fer- 
vent supplications for the conversion of sinners and unbelievers. Burn- 
ing a vigil light is an effective way of doing so. 

Many precious relics of the Passion of Our Lord and of the Saints 
are exposed for veneration in our Relic Chapel. For an offering of 10¢, 
a vigil light will be burned for your intention for one day, before any 
relic of your choice. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 











The Blessed Death of Saint Joseph 
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Forty D) ays fox © Rers 
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2 2, 2. 
Ore lor@ee or @ee ome 


HE forty days of Lent are not intended just for our 
own betterment; they have a broader, a more social 
aspect than that. We do not do penance just for our- 
selves, but in order to participate and share in the 
redemptive work of Christ. True, it is for us to make 

our little sacrifices, to perform our acts of self-denial; but by themselves 
these are nothing; they have no value in the sight of God. However, 
these same sacrifices and acts, offered through Christ and with Him, 
placed on the paten at the offertory of daily Mass, receive marvelous 
dignity and substance in Him. And the Heavenly Father accepts them 
with joy, seeing them as part of the infinite Sacrifice of His only- 
begotten Son. 





Seen from this viewpoint, Lent becomes a joyful and an exceed- 
ingly profitable time; a chance to renew our baptismal vows and in- 
nocence, to regain our primal purity and self-control, all in union with 
the redeeming work of our Savior. Why, after all, do we do penance? 
It is not a favor we do for God — He has no need of our works of 
mortification and denial — but it is a necessity for us. Sin has warped 
our intellects, twisted our wills, and damaged our bodies as well. By 
Confession, the Sacrament of Penance, our souls are restored; but other 
penance is necessary in order to pull our bodies out of the deep rut of 
sin into which we have fallen. That is why the Church asks us to fast, 
to abstain and to deny ourselves other bodily enjoyments, in order that 
our minds and wills may once more assume control over our passion- 
weakened bodies. We do penance that we may put to death the old 
man of sin and rise again at Easter with our glorified Savior. 

The ashes we receive on Ash Wednesday are intended to make us 
think of death, of the corruption of our bodies, and the fleeting value 
of the things of this world. They should also remind us of those who 
have already gone to meet their Judge and Savior, whose bodies are 
now reduced to a handful of dust, but whose immortal souls must linger 
still in the purifying flames of purgatory. How well these souls would 
spend this Lent were it granted them to return to earth for these forty 
days! We know that this is impossible for them, but do we sufficiently 
realize how much we can do for them in this time of special mercy 
granted to us by our all-merciful God? No more fruitful way of spend- 
ing Lent could be imagined than by offering our acts of self-denial 
and sacrifice, as well as our more positive efforts at the betterment of 
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our lives, in union with the redemptive work of Christ, for the good of 
the souls suffering in purgatory. Daily, or at least frequent, assistance 
at Holy Mass, together with the offering of Holy Communion for them, 
almsgiving in their name, works of penance offered in their behalf, 
extra prayers said for their intentions: all will be precious in God’s 
sight, and they will draw down on us the gratitude and powerful assist- 
ance of these dear sufferers, leading us to a joyous Easter, the grace- 
filled climax of forty days, spent not selfishly for our own betterment, 
but generously for the good of others who are the treasured friends of 


God. 
Co7EPASKD 


Saint Joseph, Our Adopted Father 


a oes 
Se he ed 





AINT Joseph, the virginal father of Jesus and spouse 
of Mary, regards us as his children. He dwelt with 
Jesus and Mary for almost thirty years in an intimacy 
which the angels might have envied. He had towards 
Jesus the relationship of a father, but in becoming the 
virginal father of Jesus, he became ours also, for, are 
we not named, though infinitely unworthy, the “broth- 
ers and sisters” of Jesus? Alas! far more appro- 

We priate would be the title “executioners of the world’s 

Savior,” for we daily become such by the commission of sin. Still, 

St. Joseph claims us for his children, and the tears and Blood of his 

innocent Son render us even dearer in his eyes, while the remembrance 

of Calvary serves to increase his loving and paternal tenderness toward 
us, who were purchased at so great a price. 

If the affection of a father for his child manifests itself most 
intensely at the hour of the death of the child, what must be the loving, 
earnest, anxious tenderness of our dear father, St. Joseph, when he sees 
one of his children on the point of being summoned before the all-just 
Judge? With fervor and love he then offers to His Divine Foster-Son 
on behalf of the dying one, the petitions addressed to himself. 


Saint Joseph and the Hour of Death 


“Catholics,” says a learned author, “die, for the most part, when 
they are best prepared to die.” This statement finds corroboration in 
the revelations of Our Lord to St. Gertrude. But we often ask ourselves 
why death afflicts pious, charitable families who devote themselves to 
all sorts of good works. Why does it snatch from the affection of a 
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good and loving mother a cherished son, or an idolized daughter, whose 
virtues were the joy of the family? Why are so many happy marriages 
suddenly broken up by the death of the husband, or by that of the 
mother whose life seemed useful, necessary, yes, indispensable to young 
children now left without protection, without guidance and without 
proper care? 

All these deaths are accounted for in God’s providential and merci- 
ful designs. Perhaps God foresaw that if He left those Christian and 
well-disposed souls any longer on earth, they would be lost. Perhaps 
He saw that vice would defile them later, or that the miseries and vicis- 
situdes of life would embitter their days, and make them lose sight of 
heaven and eternity, and in His bounty He wished to spare them those 
cruel and poignant sorrows; He wished to put them in possession of 
the heavenly crown, of the reward prepared for them. 

Who can reflect on what death is and doubt that the wisdom and 
love of God prompt Him to regulate the manner and the time for each 
one with ineffable goodness? If it should please Him to make it known 
to us, we should probably be astonished and amazed at the number 
of determinative reasons which fix for every one of us the hour, place, 
and manner of death. The sight alone of all those laws and dispensa- 
tions which God multiplies around this one final act of our trial, at 
every moment plunges the souls of the blessed in heaven into the de- 
lights of enthusiastic adoration and ecstatic love. If this be verified 
at the deathbed of each Christian, how can we think otherwise than 
that the great majority of them will be saved? Even those whom death 
has overtaken suddenly, and who have received the assistance of the 
priest and the sacraments of the Church only at the last moment, when 
there was no longer any evidence of consciousness, or not at all, even 
those may yet have been saved. Science teaches that the soul does not 
leave the body at the precise moment when life ceases to manifest itself 
exteriorly, and in those more or less rapid moments that elapse from 
the breathing of the last sigh till the departure of the soul, what marvels 
of preparation and salvation may not grace operate! 

This is the moment in which God acts, the moment reserved for 
His mercy and paternal goodness. The sight of danger, the presence of 
death, may suddenly awaken in those souls the thoughts of faith, the 
eternal truths, and then under the action of Divine grace, the liveliest 
sentiments of contrition and love of God are aroused. And thus while 
performing these salutary acts, imperceptible exteriorly, but intimate 
and real, with these dispositions, with these profound feelings of repent- 
ance, those souls, henceforth irrevocably united to God by charity, 
leave the earth and are ushered into eternity. 
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They are those elect, those workmen of the eleventh hour, whom a 
touching parable of the Gospel represents to us as receiving the same 
salary as those that have borne the burden of the day.* What, indeed, 
is a day, or even a century, for Him who sees all the centuries of time 
past and time to come as one day? Might we not say that a certain 
continuity of merits will perhaps be less effectual in touching our august 
Judge than that perfume of supreme charity, of unbounded resignation, 
which God causes to ascend to Him from the heart of a dying person? 
For it is in the power of the Sovereign Goodness to put as much re- 
pentance and love in a man’s last sigh as would be needed to atone for 
the longest life. In this is our hope, in this is our confidence. It 
would be presumptuous, doubtless, to wait for such miracles of grace, 
but He who forbids us to wait for them, is sometimes pleased to work 
them in our favor. 


Our Salvation Is in the Hands of Mary and Joseph 


But who will help poor dying sinners to obtain those privileged 
graces which transform them in an instant? It will be Joseph, in con- 
cert with Mary, the safe refuge of sinners. The salvation of poor and 
abandoned sinners is in their hands. 

What a powerful motive we have, then, for appealing to St. Joseph 
in preference to all other saints, in order to obtain the forgiveness of 
our sins, since he is the father of the sovereign Judge who will pro- 
nounce over us an irrevocable sentence! Moses, by his calling, was 
simply the chief and the leader of the people of Israel; yet in his 
dealings with God he enjoyed such authority that when he prayed for 
that rebellious and incorrigible people, his prayers seemed to become 
a commandment, which, in some manner, bound the hands of the Divine 
Majesty and rendered Him powerless to chastise the guilty, until Moses, 
as it were, granted Him liberty to do so. But how much greater must 
be the power of St. Joseph to disarm the justice of an offended God, — 
that favored saint who was the father, guardian and savior of Him 
“who will come to judge the living and the dead”! What a consolation 
for unfortunate sinners to find so powerful an advocate in the very 
father of their Judge, so zealous a defender of a cause of which the 
infallible result will be the privation or possession of eternal bliss! 

The Blessed Virgin herself is reported to have said to the Venerable 





*This does not imply, however, that their measure of eternal happiness is 
the same. Both receive heaven as their reward, but one who has long served 
God with fidelity and love will without doubt receive a more abundant reward 
and a higher degree of glory than one who, so to say, ‘steals heaven” at the 
last minute. 
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Mary of Agreda: “At the last day, when all men will be judged, the 
wretched damned will regret bitterly that they did not know, on account 
of their sins, how powerful and efficacious was the protection of St. 
Joseph to help them work out their salvation and be reconciled to God. 
The world has been very ignorant of the admirable prerogatives with 
which the Lord has favored my holy spouse, and the great power of 
intercession which he enjoys near my Divine Son and myself. I assure 
you that St. Joseph is one of God’s dearest favorites, and one of the 
most powerful to restrain His justice from chastising sinners.” 

Faithful clients of St. Joseph, let us not despair of the salvation of 
any of those for whom we have prayed, or are still praying that they 
may obtain the grace of a sincere conversion. The blessed Patriarch 
will hear our petition at the opportune moment, perhaps at the last 
hour; but sooner or later he will save the souls we love. For our sake, 
and owing to the prayers we have addressed to him, or will address to 
him, he has assisted or will assist our dear ones at the hour of death; 
he has spared or will spare, or at least mitigate for them the anguish 
of the last moment; he has obtained, or will obtain for them, those 
lights and precious graces referred to above, which can unite them to 
God by a last act of perfect contrition. 


Saint Joseph Also Helps the Holy Souls 


Oh, how good St. Joseph is, how helpful to the souls of the dying! 
Let us pray to him during this month, which is consecrated to him, the 
great and holy patron of the dying. Let us pray to him fervently and 
with confidence for those whom God has called to Himself from our 
midst, that we may thus alleviate their sufferings; for St. Joseph is not 
content with obtaining a happy and holy death forthe. sinners-recom- 
mended to him, but extends his help and protection even beyond the 
grave. By invoking his aid we shall at the same time bring relief to 
our own grief; for is it not true that what lessens the anguish of separa- 
tion on earth and renders it supportable is the hope of seeing our dear 
ones again; the hope of being once more united with them and ex- 
changing again all the delicate and deep sentiments of our hearts? 
Prayer brings us nearer to our deceased. It reaches them and relieves 
and rejoices them. Let us pray, then, during this month of grace and 
forgiveness, to St. Joseph, so compassionate for souls sighing in the 
flames of purgatory as he himself sighed in Limbo while waiting for 
the Ascension of Christ and the everlasting joys of the Beatific Vision. 
The holy Patriarch will hear our supplications; he will himself present 
to God our prayers and sacrifices, and his angel will go in his name 
to console, relieve and free those we mourn. 
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Hn Eventful Meeting 


UR Motherhouse at Clyde, Missouri was the honored host 
to an historic assembly of the Benedictine Prioresses 
and Novice Mistresses of the United States, Canada and 
Mexico the week of October 20-27, 1953. It was the 
largest gathering of its kind ever held in the long history 
of the Benedictine Order (founded in the 6th century). 

This was due to the fact that for the first time a Retreat for the Prior- 

esses and a Novitiate Workshop were held conjointly, and that the 

attendance at both was greater than on previous occasions. 

In keeping with the wishes of the Holy Father and the Sacred 
Congregation for Religious in Rome for greater unity and closer colla- 
boration among the various religious orders and congregations — and 
in this instance, also of the Abbot Primate of the Benedictine Order — 
the Benedictine Sisters have been working toward the achievement 
of those ends among the various convents of the Order in North Amer- 
ica. Their specific purpose during this assembly was to deepen and 
strengthen their own spiritual life and to equip themselves the better 
for their apostolate by an intensive study of the characteristic spir- 
ituality fostered by the time-honored Rule of St. Benedict. 

Of a total number of fifty-three Prioresses in North America 
forty-five were in attendance, the others having been prevented by ill- 
ness and other emergencies. Thirty-eight Novice Mistresses attended 
the Workshop — the second to be held in this country; the first having 
been held at Mount St. Scholastica Convent in Atchison, Kansas, in 
1951. 

His Holiness, Pope Pius XII, recognizing the importance of the 
assembly, sent a cablegram expressing his fatherly interest and com- 
mendation, and imparting his Apostolic Benediction. Commendatory 
messages were received also from the Secretary of the Sacred Congre- 
gation for Religious in Rome, and from the Rt. Rev. Bernard Kaelin, 
0.S.B., Abbot Primate of the Order, whose headquarters are at the 
Benedictine College of San Anselmo in Rome. These were read by the 
Rt. Rev. Stephen Schappler, 0.S.B., Abbot of the Monastery of the 
Immaculate Conception, of Conception, Missouri (who acts in the ca- 
pacity of Ordinary to the Clyde Community) in an address of welcome. 

The primary object of the Benedictine Rule (like that of all re- 
ligious orders) is the personal sanctification of the members. Since 
prayer is a fundamental requisite for the attainment of this end, the 
subject of prayer was given special consideration, and also practical 
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application by the participation of all in the daily prayer-life of the 
Clyde community. Many also availed themselves of the privilege of 
taking part in the official adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, particu- 
larly during the night hours. 


Retreat for Prioresses 


The Prioresses spent the first four days in a closed Retreat, under 
the direction of the Rt. Rev. Damian Jentges, 0.S.B., of Mt. Angel, 
Oregon. The remaining time was given to the discussion and considera- 
tion of mutual interests, problems, etc. By thus sharing each other’s 
views, experiences and counsels, the bonds of mutual sympathy and 
understanding were drawn still closer, and a uniform spirit was fos- 
tered. This communal spirit was promoted also by a short program 
each evening entitled “Know Your Benedictine Family,” at which 
slides of the various Convents and their schools, hospitals, etc. were 
shown, while the Prioress of each gave a short resume of the history. 
work performed, membership, etc. It was interesting to learn, from a 
“census” taken at the time of the meeting, that the total number of 
members in the Benedictine Convents of North America is 7,258 — in- 
cluding 6,723 professed Sisters, 260 Novices and 275 Postulants. 


Novitiate Workshop 


The theme chosen for study at the Novitiate Workshop was “Bene- 
dictine Prayer-Life, the Source of Personal Sanctification and Fruit- 
ful Labor,” having in mind the Benedictine motto: “Ora et Labora” 
(“Pray and Work”). Six major topics were selected as approaching 
the subject from so many angles (one for each day) and assigned to 
the six Benedictine Monks who graciously agreed to act as instructors 
and moderators, in their turn. They were (as shown in the picture, 
from left to right): 1.) Rev. Paschal Botz, O.S.B., St. John’s Abbey, 
Collegeville, Minnesota. 2.) Rev. David Kinish, 0.S.B., and 3.) Rev. 
Bernard Sause, 0.S.B., both of St. Benedict’s Abbey, Atchison, Kansas. 
(Center: Rt. Rev. Abbot Damian Jentges, O.S.B., Retreat Master.) 
4.) Rev. Frederic Schindler, O0.S.B., (Chaplain of our Clyde Convent) 
and 5.) Rev. Patrick Cummins, 0.S.B., both of Conception Abbey, Con- 
ception, Missouri. And 6.) Rev. Conrad Louis, O.S.B., of St. Mein- 
rad’s Archabbey, St. Meinrad, Indiana. 


The subjects of their lectures (assigned in the order named, but not 
given in that sequence) were: “Private Prayer according to St. Bene- 
dict”; “The Basic Benedictine Theme of Glorifying God”; “The Divine 
Office”; “The Holy Sacrifice and Prayer”; “The Theology of Prayer”; 
and “Sacred Scripture as the Foundation of Benedictine Prayer-Life.” 
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Sixteen auxiliary papers on the various topics were read by Novice 
Mistresses during the week. 

The special help of the Holy Spirit was evident in all the proceed- 
ings, and there was reason to believe that all who participated felt en- 
riched and amply benefited. Not the least of the beneficial influences 
and inspirations was the daily contact each enjoyed with so many fer- 
vent souls, intent upon deepening their own spiritual life and enlarging 
their capacity for training others. May we ask our kind readers to 
unite with us in thanking God for the blessings He bestowed so lavishly, 
and in praying that the fruits may be abundant and lasting, and may 
contribute powerfully toward a vigorous growth of Benedictine spirit- 
uality not only in America, but also in other lands. 


“G6*°G6*°O6" 
A Precious @em in Jary's @rown 


LAO ORS 


OD, in creating the first man, resembled an artist who 
puts all his love and skill into the production of a mas- 
terpiece. According to Holy Scripture, the three Di- 
vine Persons took counsel and said: “Let Us make man 
to Our image and likeness” (Gen. 1:26). And having 
formed Adam from the dust of the earth, God breathed 

4 into him a living soul. He decreed for this favored 
creature a sublime destiny, and if all had gone according to His plan, 
the earth would have been peopled with a most happy race; for He 
called man into being, not because He had any need of him, but out of 

His own pure goodness, to make him a partaker of His own happiness. 

For this reason He placed Adam and Eve in a paradise of delights and 

gave then dominion over all other living beings. (Gen. 1:28.) He en- 

dowed them with the gift of wisdom and with a profound knowledge 
of all creation. 

The paradise of delights, with its luxuriant growth of trees and 
plants and flowers, its endless varieties of animals, and its refreshing 
streams, was not to be man’s permanent abode, however, but only a 
forecourt to his real and much more beautiful home — heaven. There, 
God would perfect his happiness by giving Himself to him for his eter- 
nal possession and enjoyment. To enable him to attain this sublime 
destiny, God endowed Adam with sanctifying grace and its concomitant 
virtues (faith, hope and charity), whereby he was made a friend and a 
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child of God, and capable of meriting eternal happiness by supernatural 
works. 

Furthermore, in order that Adam might with ease and joy attain to 
his eternal goal, the Creator gave him a supernatural power to control 
his lower appetites without difficulty. In addition, He imparted to his 
soul such control over his body as to preserve it not only from death 
but from its remotest causes, such as sickness, pain, and injury of every 
kind. The tree of life offered fruit to preserve him in a constant state 
of vigor and health, and Divine Providence shielded and accompanied 
him at every step. 

This blissful state, called by theologians “original justice,” em- 
braced a threefold gift: 1. Sanctifying grace, together with the sonship 
of God and the right of inheriting the kingdom of heaven; 2. Subjec- 
tion of the senses to reason; and 3. Immortality and freedom from sick- 
ness and sufferings. This threefold gift Adam was to transmit to all 
his descendants. 

Such was God’s plan. But how different is man’s condition in 
reality! He no longer dwells in paradise; he must earn his livelihood in 
the sweat of his brow, and is subject to ignorance, sickness, death, and 
every kind of misery. Instead of that wonderful harmony of all his 
faculties, which was a fountain of sweetest peace for the heart of Adam, 
his lower appetites (his passions) have risen in revolt against reason. 
He has in his members a law of the flesh (the law of concupiscence), 
which fights against the law of the spirit and subjects him to the law 
of sin, as St. Paul so forcibly shows in the 7th chapter of his Epistle 
to the Romans. 

But how did all this come to pass? SIN intervened, and spoiled 
the work and the plan of the Divine Artisan. Adam disobeyed God by 
eating of the fruit which had been forbidden him as a test of his fi- 
delity, and thereby lost his sublime gifts of nature and grace, not only 
for himself but also for his posterity. “Through one man, sin entered 
into the world and through sin death, and thus death has passed unto 
all men because all have sinned” (Rom. 5:12). 


But why are all the children of Adam charged with his sin — and 
that even before they are born? “Because,” says St. Augustine, “we 
were all in Adam, our forefather, as the tree is in the root.” Therefore, 
in Adam’s fall God beheld not only the person who actually transgressed 
His commandment, but all human nature, the whole human race, which 
in its source had turned away from Him; and so not only Adam him- 
self, but all his children for all time to come were deprived of God’s 
gifts which He had bestowed out of pure love. Just as they would have 
inherited his gifts and privileges, had he remained faithful to God, they 
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now inherit his guilt, and each child of Adam bears the stain of original 
sin upon his soul from the moment of its creation. 


Through the waters of baptism we are cleansed from this sin. 
Concupiscence, sickness, suffering and death remain to us, however, 
because they are merely the punishments and effects of original sin. 
Terrible indeed are the results of Adam’s fall! Like a monstrous flood, 
engulfing everything in its path, a mighty river of tears and blood rolls 
over the earth from the lost paradise. 

But there was one exception. One child of Adam was preserved 
from the stain of original sin. This child of predilection, as we know, 
was the ever-Blessed Virgin Mary. As a living ark she floats over the 
waters, for the progenitor of a new race — the New Adam — pre-elected 
her to be His Mother, from whom He would assume human flesh and 
a human nature. Like a beautiful pillar standing amid a field of ruins, 
reminding of .a glorious past, the Immaculate Virgin stands pure and 
unsullied amid the universal destruction of sin — an everlasting witness 
of man’s primitive glory. The light of Divine complacency rests ever 
upon her; from the beginning, her soul (applying to her the words of 
the Book of Wisdom), was “the brightness of eternal light, and the un- 
spotted mirror of God’s majesty, and the image of His goodness” 
(Wisdom 7:26). 

This truth was proclaimed as a dogma of faith by the Vicar of 
Christ, Pope Pius IX, one hundred years ago, on December 8, 1854: 
“We... declare, pronounce, and define that the doctrine which holds 
that the Most Blessed Virgin Mary, in the first instant of her conception, 
was, by a singular grace and privilege of Almighty God, in view of the 
merits of Christ Jesus, the Savior of the human race, preserved im- 
mune from all stain of original sin — this doctrine we declare to be re- 
vealed by God and therefore it must be firmly and steadfastly believed 
by all the faithful.” (Papal Bull Jneffabilis Deus.) The Pope did not 
produce a new article of faith (that would not be possible), but only de- 
fined what was “clearly contained and expressed in Holy Scripture, in 
Tradition and the constant teaching of the Church...” 


We may draw a comparison (though a very imperfect one) from 
the famous Kohinoor diamond (the name means: mountain of light) 
which is set in the British Crown. This huge diamond was in the pos- 
session of Indian princes for many centuries. Not until 1849 did it 
come into the possession of England by the annexation of Punjab. 
Queen Victoria, later on, had it re-cut and polished, and it is now one 
of the most brilliant and beautiful gems in the royal diadem. In a 
similar way, the doctrine of the Immaculate Conception, though it 
existed from the beginning of Christianity, was set in a new and brilliant 
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light by the action of the Church when the Pope proclaimed the dogma 
on December 8, 1854, so that it became one of the most beautiful gems 
in Mary’s celestial crown. 

No one so well understood the worth of this jewel as the Blessed 
Virgin herself. Hence, on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception the 
Church places these words of Isaias on her lips: “I will greatly rejoice 
in the Lord, and my soul shall be joyful in my God. For He hath 
clothed me with the garments of salvation; and with the robe of justice 
He hath covered me, as a bridegroom decked with a crown and as a 
bride adorned with her jewels” (Is. 61:10). 

Belief in the Immaculate Conception was widespread, however, 
long before it was officially proclaimed a dogma. The Fathers of the 
Church and theologians of all centuries raised their voices in claiming 
this prerogative for the Blessed Virgin. St. Augustine, for example, in 
the 5th century, bore testimony to the sinlessness of the Blessed Virgin, 
when, in a controversy with the heretic Pelagius, he wrote that where 
there is question of sin, Mary does not enter into the question at all be- 
cause of God’s honor. St. Ephrem (4th century) compares Mary to 
her Divine Son in her spotless purity: “Thou and Thy Mother are the 
only ones who, in every respect, are all beautiful; for there is no stain 
in Thee, O Lord, nor is there any stain in Thy Mother.” The saints 
drew their convictions from Holy Scripture, where, although not ex- 
pressly mentioned, this truth is contained indirectly and by implication 
in God’s words after the fall of our first parents, and in the greeting 
which the Archangel Gabriel addressed to the Blessed Virgin at God’s 
behest: “Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.” Had Mary’s soul 
been stained with sin even for an instant, she would not have enjoyed 
complete fulness of grace. 

When the Council of Trent proclaimed the teaching of the Church 
on original sin against the innovators of the 16th century, it declared 
expressly that in the definition of original sin, which infects all men, it 
by no means intended to include the Immaculate Virgin. 

With the passing of the centuries, the doctrine of the Immaculate 
Conception became ever clearer and more universal in the faith-con- 
sciousness of the Church. Congregations were formed under this title, 
images of the Immaculate Conception were honored upon altars and 
public monuments. A feast was instituted and became more and more 
widespread. And finally, Pope Pius IX, yielding to the petitions and 
the urgings of the Bishops and the faithful throughout the world, pro- 
claimed it a dogma of faith. 

“The dogma of the Immaculate Conception of Mary is woven into 
our Creed like a precious link in a golden chain, supporting the other 
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links and in turn supported by them, illumined by the others and in 
turn illuminating them.” Thus wrote the late Bishop of Rottenburg in 
a Lenten pastoral. 


Mary’s Immaculate Conception Determined by Her 
Divine Maternity 


Needless to say, the Mystery which, so to say, demanded Mary’s 
Immaculate Conception was her election from all eternity to be the 
Mother of God; for as such she was destined to enter into the most in- 
timate relations imaginable with the Holy Trinity, and particularly with 
the Eternal Word, who in her and through her was to assume flesh and 
clothe Himself with human nature. Hence God’s own honor demanded 
that she be free from every taint of sin. Even in the prophecies con- 
cerning His coming, the future Messiah was nearly always associated 
with Mary. Alongside the prophecies and types of the Messiah con- 
tained in Holy Scripture, there is a parallel series of revelations and 
prophecies of the greatness and glory of her who is to be His Mother. 
So closely are they united that the Church applies to the Mother of God 
the very expressions of Holy Writ concerning the life and activities of 
Eternal Wisdom, because in the mind of God, the Son and the Mother 
are inseparable. 


“If the Savior is called the New Adam, His Mother appears as the 
New Eve. She is the ark preserved from the deluge of sin; the golden 
vessel in which the manna was preserved; the true ark of the covenant, 
in which are kept not the stone tablets bearing the commandments of 
God, but the Lawgiver Himself. Jesus Christ is the Light which illu- 
mines the House of God; Mary is the golden candlestick which bears 
the Light. She is the thornbush burning with heavenly fire and not 
consumed; the fleece saturated with dew; the virgin earth of paradise 
from which the Tree of Life has sprung; the sealed up fountain, which 
gives living water for the salvation of the world.” (Lenten Pastoral 
of the late Bishop of Trier.) 

When the time of expectation of the Messiah was complete, Jesus 
showed Himself to the world through Mary. In her He assumed human 
nature. On her lap the shepherds and the Wise Men found Him; in her 
arms He delighted to repose. How incompatible all this would be with 
the thought of the Mother of God being conceived in sin! Christian 
sentiment would revolt against the thought of her having been a slave 
of Satan even for a single moment before God took possession of her. 
Thus Mary’s dignity of Mother of God demanded that her conception 
be without sin. 

As Salmeron says: Mary’s dignity of Divine Motherhood accom- 
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panied her conception; which is to say that Mary was born as Queen 
and Mother of God because she was created by God for that purpose. 
The thought of Mary’s Divine Maternity permeates the whole Mass and 
Office of the feast of her Nativity. 

It is here we find the reason why God, in promising a Redeemer to 
our first parents, indicated at the same time the dignity of her who was 
to be His Mother: “I will put enmity between thee and the woman, be- 
tween thy seed and her seed” (He said to the serpent) ; “she shall crush 
thy head and thou shalt lie in wait for her heel” (Gen. 3:15). In these 
words, in which God declares implacable enmity between “the seed of 
the woman” (Christ) and that of the serpent (Satan), He implies the 
immaculate conception of her who is to be the mother of the Redeemer; 
for her victory would not have been complete had she been under his 
dominion even for a moment. He tells Satan that his victory over the 
poor, misled human race will not be lasting, but that “ the woman and 
her seed” shall break and destroy his empire. This was accomplished 
in the Incarnation of the Son of God, through Mary, and His work of 
Redemption. 


How Mary was Preserved from Original Sin 


In the ordinary course of nature, Mary, too, would have fallen un- 
der the curse of original sin; for she, too, was a child of Adam, and as 
such would have infallibly contracted Adam’s sin, had not grace inter- 
vened and preserved her from its contamination. Her exemption from 
sin in the first instant of her conception, in the instant in which her 
soul was created and united to her body, was a unique grace, a spiritual 
miracle, requiring the action of Divine Omnipotence. Pope Pius IX, 
in his encyclical proclaiming the dogma, called it “a singular grace and 
privilege of Almighty God,” wrought through the merits of Jesus Christ. 

It may be well to note here the great difference between the sin- 
less conception of Mary and that of Christ. Christ was incapable of sin 
by nature, by reason of His union with the Second Divine Person; Mary 
is sinless through the goodness and power of God. Mary owes her 
purity to the merits of Jesus Christ, as the moon owes its light to the 
sun. For, as the Council of Trent declared, the Church has always held 
that no one could be freed from original sin or reconciled with God 
and justified except through the merits of Jesus Christ, the only Media- 
tor between God and men. Therefore Mary, too, needed the Redemp- 
tion of Christ; but she was redeemed in a more perfect manner than 
the rest of Adam’s children. For her it was a preventive Redemption, 
and not a restorative Redemption as it is for us. As a child of Adam, 
she had a true debt to contract original sin, but the merits of Christ 


= 
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(applied to her beforehand) freed her from it. Mary, too, the Immacu- 
late Mother and the Queen of the universe, had to be purchased by the 
Precious Blood of Jesus Christ. Without Christ, the sin-stained world 
would have been in a hopeless condition. God would have abandoned 
it as He abandoned the fallen angels; in His sight it would have been 
plunged in eternal darkness, like the abode of the rebellious spirits who 
were transformed into hideous demons. 

When Rome was besieged by the Lombards during the reign of 
Gregory the Great, the saintly Pope went out in person to meet the 
King and to plead the cause of the beleagured city. The Lombard 
King, in deference to the high office of the Pope, yielded to his plead- 
ing and withdrew his troops. Thus Gregory was hailed as the savior 
and liberator of Rome and Italy, and he was so, indeed, more truly 
than if he had only succeeded in persuading the barbarians to withdraw 
after they had taken and sacked the Eternal City. Similarly Jesus is 
the Savior of Mary in the most exalted manner possible, because 
through His prevenient merits she was preserved from all stain of sin 
and had no need of purification, like the other children of Adam who 
are liberated only after the devil has inflicted injury upon them. 


It is clear from all this that the charge leveled against Catholics 
on the part of some Protestants, that in professing the dogma of the 
Immaculate Conception we are making a “goddess” of Mary and plac- 
ing her on an equality with Christ, is false, as is also the charge that 
the honor due to Christ suffers thereby. On the contrary, the words of 
St. Bernard ever hold true: “No one can doubt that the glorification of 
the Mother redounds to the honor of the Son, even as the Mother receives 
honor from the tribute paid to her Child.” Rather, the Immaculate 
Conception of Mary sets forth all the more gloriously the power of the 
Blood of Christ, which in her showed such singular efficacy. 

Yes, one might almost say with Bossuet, that something would 
have been wanting to the efficacy of the Precious Blood if Mary had 
not been immaculately conceived. He argues thus: This Blood had 
power to destroy sin wherever it had gained dominion: In mature age, 
through grace; in newborn children, through baptism; yes, even before 
birth it cleansed the soul of John the Baptist. But the law of sin extends 
to the very beginning of human life—to man’s conception. Shall 
Christ, the all-powerful Conqueror, be unable to extend His victory'to 
this extremity? Shall this Blood, this Divine remedy which is all-power- 
ful in freeing from evil, be unable to forestall sin? Can It heal, only, 
and not prevent? And if It can prevent, will It leave this power forever 
inactive, without benefiting even one of Christ’s members? Ah, no! 
In the interests of His honor Christ chose one creature in whom His 
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Blood effected this wonderful grace — the Virgin Mary. She was the 
only person in whom He wrought completely His work of Redemption. 


Bossuet concludes with this touching appeal: “My Savior, permit 
me to say that if it were otherwise, one would be inclined to doubt the 
power of Your Blood. It is certainly most fitting that the Precious 
Blood of the Son of the Virgin should exercise Its fullest and highest 
power in her regard, to honor the source from whence It came.” 


Like Mary, each one of us has been purchased by the Precious 
Blood of Christ. Let us then, during this Marian Year, unite with her 
in a special way in giving thanks to our Divine Redeemer for the mar- 
velous efficacy of His Blood in her behalf, and also for Its merciful 
cleansing of our own sin-stained souls. Gratitude is a characteristic of 
the saints; and the holier, the more grateful they are. How great then 
must be Mary’s gratitude to God for the singular privilege of her Im- 
maculate Conception! As we thank God for granting her this unique 
privilege, let us, in imitation of Mary, thank Him also for the many 
graces and blessings He has conferred upon us. How many there are, 
alas! who never think of offering a word of thanks to God. Their en- 
tire prayer consists of petitions, but the thought of thanking Him never 
occurs to them — as if He owed them the favors He bestows on them 
with such Divine generosity. 


Furthermore, recognizing God’s supreme aversion for sin — which 
shines forth so clearly from the mystery of the Immaculate Conception 
—-let us strive to overcome our sinful habits in honor of our sinless 
Mother. Surely the first requirement of one who would claim to be a 
child of Mary is that he reform his life and subdue his passions, which 
are ever set upon what is forbidden. Otherwise his devotion to Mary 
would be but an outward show —a lip-service, such as that of the 
Scribes and Pharisees of which Our Lord complained. Let us then 
implore of Mary a true hatred of sin and the grace to live pure and 
holy lives, after her example. 


Second Star in Mary’s Crown 


Imitation of Mary’s Humitity. She, though the Queen of heaven 
and earth and the Mother of Christ, regarded herself as the lowly hand- 
maid of God. We, on the contrary, who are but nothingness and misery, 
are puffed up with pride over our imaginary importance. To obtain the 
grace of humility, let us often pray the Magnificat, which is rightly 
called the Canticle of Humility; also the aspiration: “O most pure Heart 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, obtain for me from Jesus purity and hu- 
mility of heart!” (This will be our Spiritual Vitamin for March.) 
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A Modern Parable 


eee 

HERE are “foolish virgins” alive today, in this 20th cen- 
4 tury, just as there were in Gospel times, and this is a 
modern parable concerning one of them. She was the 
young and devoted aunt of a large number of nieces and 
nephews. When holidays came round, she took them to 
shows and to picnics, and on their birthdays always 
sent a present. They were fond of their aunt and she loved each and 
every one of them. That was where the tragedy lay, for, much as she 
loved them, she was the cause of great harm to them. How? It was 
the presents she sent them. Being a busy young woman, she usually 
sent books and magazines, which she chose from the way they were 
advertised and their attractive covers, not having enough time to read 
them herself. But she did not realize what those colorful covers con- 
cealed — poison, spiritual poison, in stories that derided Christian prin- 
ciples and ideals, in articles dealing with subjects that should reach the 
young ‘only from their parents and pastors, in fashions that were braz- 
enly immodest, in ads that sought to awaken immoral and depraved 
tastes. 

A sad little tale? Yes, but one that is all too often realized in our 
day when stores and newsstands are filled with popular magazines 
whose attractive make-up frequently hides sensationalism and a ma- 
terialistic outlook, which, if not combated, will stifle and eventually 
destroy all spiritual and eternal values. 

As an antidote to this type of reading, may we suggest our monthly 
magazine “Tabernacle and Purgatory,” which will celebrate its Golden 
Jubilee of publication this May? It is known and appreciated by readers 
all over America, as well as in other countries, who find in it a fresh 
devotional appeal, a strengthening and encouraging of their spiritual 
aims and a rich field of inspiration for a life lived in union with Christ 
and His Church. 

We are aiming to double our subscription list during the Golden 
Jubilee Year. This could be done very easily if each one of our sub- 
scribers would send just one new subscription. May we count on you? 
By doing so, you will be performing many good works in one: You will 
be supporting our Eucharistic work, spreading good literature, and help- 
ing to save and sanctify souls. 





Subscription Price: $2.00 a year or $3.00 for two years. 
Canada and foreign countries: $2.25 a year or $3.50 for two years. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Another Flame to Cry Out:-- 
“Here Dwelleth Everlasting Lewal 


whe ee 


N 1875, a lowly sanctuary lamp flickered before Jesus in 
a hidden tabernacle atop the Alps at Maria Rickenbach. 
| Switzerland. It was kept burning by a small group of 
Benedictine Adorers, who not only during the day, but 
also during the long cold nights, with hearts aflame with 
love and sacrifice, offered adoration, thanksgiving, atone- 
ment and petition to the God of Life and Love beneath the 
Eucharistic Veils. Then a call came from “far-off Amer- 
ica.” The hour had struck when, in the designs of God, the light from 
that humble sanctuary lamp on the Alpine heights was to diffuse its 
beams in a foreign land. 

Mother Mary Anselma Felber, one of five Benedictine Sisters who 
departed from their loved home of Our Lady at Maria Rickenbach, 
carried to the Missouri prairies a heart-shaped sanctuary lamp. It 
became the first perpetual light to glow before Jesus in the Most 
Blessed Sacrament in the poor little chapel erected by the intrepid 
pioneers near Clyde, Missouri. 

New adorers were inflamed with the fire of love diffused from the 
Furnace of Divine Love Itself — Jesus hidden in the Sacred Host. At 
the cost of heroic personal sacrifices, poverty, heavy manual work, 
long hours of mission teaching, the perpetual adorers of Clyde kept 
their vigil day and night, true to the original intention of their founders. 
Their hearts, as lamps of love, were aglow as they knelt in the Divine 
Presence to offer praise to God “in the name of all men, of all times, 
of all countries, now and forever.” 

For fifty years, the light burned only at Clyde. Then, within the 
next fifteen years, that original sanctuary lamp lighted the flame 
of Perpetual Adoration at Mundelein, Illinois (1928); in Tucson, 
Arizona (1935); and in Kansas City, Missouri (1943). Now a fifth 
light has been kindled in San Diego, California. 

For seventeen years, His Excellency, the Most Reverend Charles 
F. Buddy, has pleaded and waited for a sanctuary of Perpetual Adora- 
tion by the Benedictine Adorers from Clyde, in his See-city of San 
Diego, California. Due to his generosity in offering the former semi- 
nary building to be used temporarily by the Sisters, a new foundation 
has been made (though a considerable debt still encumbers the Adora- 
tion Chapel in Kansas City, Missouri). 
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An Unusual ‘“‘Procession”’ 


A touching and inspiring “Departure Ceremony” was held at the 
Motherhouse in Clyde, Missouri, on Sunday, January 17th, when the 
Rt. Rev. Abbot Stephen Schappler, O.S.B., of Conception, Missouri, 
bestowed the solemn liturgical blessing upon the Sisters about to leave 
for the new foundation. The prayers of Holy Mother Church bade the 
travelers tread “the. way of peace,” that under the protection of Almighty 
God, prosperity would accompany them, and that they might arrive in 
peace, in safety, and with joy. 
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‘*The temporary Trysting-place of Eternal Love’’ (quoting Bishop Buddy). 


In imitation of St. Benedict, who sent forth from Monte Cassino 
his beloved sons to implant monastic life outside of Italy, the travelers 
were presented with precious treasures: 1) The Holy Gospel, that they 
might live by the guidance of the Word of God. 2) A,copy of the 
Holy Rule of St. Benedict, that they might be animated by its spirit 
and bear the traditions of the Motherhouse to the new foundation. 
3) A Relic of the True Cross, that they might be strengthened in their 
labors and trials by uniting them with the Passion of Christ. 

Then a fourth symbolic and precious treasure was confided to 
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them by our Prioress General: the light from the Sanctuary Lamp of 
Clyde, which has burned there for nearly eighty years, fed by the oil 
of love and sacrifice. The original Maria Rickenbach lamp was used, 
and the first two pioneers protected the flame in a marvelous way, so 
that by Friday, January 22d, they brought the “Clyde flame burning 
brightly” to the fifth foundation, there to proclaim anew: “Here dwell- 
eth Everlasting Love.” In groups of two or four, until the number 
totaled sixteen, more Sisters wended their way to San Diego, like a 
Eucharistic procession, emblematic of holding aloft the Blessed Sacra- 
ment for adoration and blessing. 

In his fatherly solicitude, His Excellency, Bishop Buddy realized 
-, the great boon it would be for the Sisters to have daily Mass and retain 
the Holy Eucharist in a small domestic chapel while preparing for 
the larger Chapel and Exposition Throne. He himself offered the first 
Holy Mass on the feast of St. Francis De Sales, January 29th. The 
formal opening will be on the feast of the Annunciation, Thursday, 
March 25th. 

The new Chapel of Perpetual Adoration is to be under the patron- 
age of the great Pope of the Holy Eucharist, Pius X, soon to be canon- 
ized. “Surely,” writes His Excellency, Bishop Buddy, “we may count 
on a wealth of graces invoked by this great Pope of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament... We rely on the guidance of the Holy Spirit to further 
your apostolate, that Jesus may be better known and loved in the ador- 
able Sacrament of the Altar.” 


Will You Jeep the Flame Flow? 


ES, the flame of adoring love has now been lighted in our fifth 

sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration, at San Diego, California, but to 
keep this flame brightly burning, along with those in our four other 
Sanctuaries, and to enkindle new flames in other sanctuaries, many 
VOCATIONS are needed. The Bishops of thirteen more dioceses in our 
country are most anxious for such foundations, because they well know 
that the great Fountain of Grace for souls is God-with-us in the 
Blessed Sacrament. What copious streams of grace must pour forth 
over the whole world as a result of the unceasing prayer and sacrifices 
of the perpetual adorers who succeed one another day and night in 
their vigils of love before the Throne of Jesus! 

Many young ladies who read these lines are potential adorers. 
Jesus awaits your acceptance of His invitation to come and help keep 
the flame of Eucharistic Adoration burning brightly by devoting your 
life to this sublime vocation. Full information on the life of a Bene- 
dictine Sister of Perpetual Adoration will gladly be given if you will 
write to: — 

Reverend Mother Mary Carmelita, O.S.B., Prioress General, 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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“The Obedient Man Shall Speak of Victory” 


sO ren oe 

HE feast of St. Benedict on March 2lst sets before 
us a man whose constructive work (at a time 
when all civilization and order was shaken, un- 
settled and uprooted) has left an indelible im- 
print on history, secular and religious. It offers 
_samsien a the inspiration of a leader with sound basic 
a mul principles to guide men toward a new start in 
solving the vast problems of disorder and con- 
fusion in modern life. These problems in great 
part have resulted from lawlessness — the disre- 
gard of laws, human and Divine; and no better master can be found 
than the great legislator, Benedict, to teach men again that it is only 
“the obedient man who shall speak of victory” (Prov. 21:28). 

The spirit of St. Benedict is the spirit of Christ, the spirit of obe- 
dience! “I have come down from heaven not to do My own will, but 
the will of Him who sent Me” (John 6:38). Every follower of Christ 
must have this spirit of obedience which St. Benedict enjoins on his 
disciples. Some may be under superiors to whom they must show this 
blessed obedience, but all owe obedience to Jesus and to His Church. 
obedience to His laws, obedience even to His inspirations. 


Some Catholics find it hard to see Christ in the Church under the 
sometimes frail and unattractive appearance of human superiors and to 
obey Him with childlike humility. Yet it is by means of this humble 
obedience, based on faith, that the Catholic is set apart from the casual 
unbeliever with whom he comes in daily contact. The gulf which di- 
vides the Catholic and the unbeliever is not the fact that the Catholic 
believes in purgatory or confession, but that the Catholic believes the 
whole doctrine of the Incarnation, while the unbeliever does not. The 
unbeliever must ask a thousand questions, and even after they have been 
answered and he is duly impressed, he remains an unbeliever so long 
as he cannot say with the humility and faith of Saint Peter: “Thou art 
Christ, the Son of the Living God!” 


It is not improbable that the first sin of disobedience committed 
by Lucifer and his angels was the refusal to adore the Majesty of God 
in the Person of Jesus Christ. Significantly, the malice of that first 
satanic disobedience is repeated in the hearts and wills of all who re- 
fuse to obey Jesus Christ in their human superiors. 


It is against such a spirit of disobedience and pride that our holy 
Father Benedict wrote in the fifth chapter of his Rule: “To those who 
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prefer nothing to Christ, the first degree of humility is obedience with- 
out delay.” In the mind of St. Benedict, every act of obedience is a 
practical act of faith in the Incarnation of Our Lord. 

The Holy Rule was written indeed for monks living in a monas- 
tery, but it contains deep wisdom for the Christian whose vocation re- 
quires his presence in the world. Take, for instance, the clear call to 
full Christian living as set forth in these words of the Prologue ad- 
dressed to the followers of Saint Benedict: “My words are now addressed 
to thee, whoever thou art, who, renouncing thy own will, takest up the 
armor of obedience to do battle for the Lord Christ, our true King.” 

Saint Benedict, following the Gospel, demands that the obedience 
of his followers be given as though to Christ Himself, no matter if the 
superior be frail in character or unattractive in personality; for be- 
neath the thin mask of the superior’s person the man of faith sees and 
obeys Christ; and because he holds nothing dearer than Christ, he 
obeys without delay, without murmuring, without tardiness or luke- 
warmness. 

The obedience of the Catholic, according to, Saint Benedict, should 
never be the “goose-step” discipline of the soldier whose marching body 
obeys an officer’s commands, but whose heart is seething with rebellion 
and unhappiness. Nor is the Catholic’s obedience the servile loyalty of 
a servant fearful of punishment if he disobeys. Rather, the truly 
Christian obedience paid to superiors is an outward expression of in- 
ward faith in the Incarnation. It is the fervent obedience of love and 
adoration of God’s will. 

In all our obedience, let us never forget that Christ Jesus is not 
only the object of our faith, but that He is also the Divine Model whom 
we are to imitate as closely as possible in our daily lives. Where shall 
we find a more inspiring call to take up the arms of obedience than in 
the Epistle for Palm Sunday, which places before us this thought: “He 
humbled Himself, becoming obedient unto death, even to death on a 
cross”? 

May Our Lord’s devotion to the will of His Father even unto 
death be a spur to our own lukewarmness and disobedience, and may 
our fidelity to the Church’s Lenten precepts bear the ripe fruit of holy 
Easter joy! 


Conformity to the Will of God 


A truly consoling booklet that has brought interior peace to count- 
less sorely-tried souls, encouraging them to have great confidence in 
God’s Providence and to abandon themselves to His holy Will. 15¢ each. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Where Peace and Mercy Meet 


(From the address of His Holiness, Pope Pius XII, to the 14th 
National Eucharistic Congress held in Turin, Italy, September, 1953.) 


eas” 


| HE Sacred Host which conceals the Giver of every grace, 
| truly living and acting, is the prime source of all holi- 
4 ness and goodness. Oh! if men who continually deplore 
the scourges which afflict the world, the mistrust which 
makes every remedy useless, the darkness overshadow- 
ing men’s minds, the weariness unnerving their wills, the 
greed giving free rein to their passions — if men only knew that inex- 
haustible mine of spiritual strength which the Eucharist offers to every 
soul, how different, how much happier would be man’s earthly history, 
how much nearer the hour of the fulfilment of his noblest ideals! 


In this solemn hour, let Us, as Vicar and spokesman of Jesus, hidden 
but truly present, testify once again to you that marvelous fruitful ac- 
tion exercised by the Blessed Eucharist in the secret depths of souls 
and among the whole congregation of the faithful. Everything true, 
everything holy, everything eternal, everything divine accomplished 
by the Church in her two thousand years of existence has its origin, 
development and nourishment in the mystery of the Eucharist. History 
is quick to testify and prove that at every time and in every place where 
devotion to the Blessed Sacrament flourished, there were recorded those 
wonderful Christian achievements of which Catholicism is justly proud 
— from the three centuries of heroic resistance of the first Christian 
communities, whose indomitable energy was drawn from the hallowed 
Table of the breaking of Bread, to a prodigious expansion of Christian 
ideas and institutions; and from the prompt recovery of strength after 
temporary local decline, to the rich harvest of saints; from charitable, 
educational and scientific institutions, to the marvelous conquests of 
missionaries. No holy, supernatural action, no good and great deed 
has ever been performed by Christ’s followers on earth, which did not 
draw inspiration and strength from the Eucharist, that is, from Christ 
Himself, become the Food of souls. . . 





Have no doubt, beloved sons and daughters, that for each and for 
all, the most important reserve of energy needed for the renewal of 
Christian life and piety, for defence and action in God’s vineyard, is 
the Blessed Sacrament. As for the past, so today, there is no progress 
in holiness in the Church whose happy success is not pledged by the 








346 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


Sacrament of the Altar. Similarly, in social life, those high ideals of 
peace and justice, of equality and true freedom, so ardently cherished 
in these our own days, yet so insecure despite tremendous effort and 
sad experience, would surely have many more effective allies, were there 
a great increase in the ranks of righteous men living the life of the 
Sacrament of God-with-us. 


The Guest of One and All 


How, indeed, can it be thought possible, that fellow guests often 
partaking of the same heavenly banquet, nourished by the flesh of the 
one Divine Redeemer, united in oneness of life as members of His 
Mystical Body, refreshed by His Precious Blood, whose doctrine is the 
one faith, whose hope is the same destiny, all sharing in the same burn- 
ing love and mercy of the one God, made man and put to death for each 
and every one — how, We ask, could it be imagined that such men. 
fellow-guests, members, brethren, could so hate each other as to assail 
one another in the destructive paroxysm of war? How is it imaginable 
that he who is blessed with material goods would close his heart and 
his purse to the poor man, that likeness of the common Guest of all 
souls, by not rendering to him his due; that the poor man in turn 
should reject those eternal riches of which his heart holds the pledge. 
and try to gain respect for his rights by means of hate, irreligion and 
crime, instead of through reasonable and more efficacious remedies? 
How could it be thinkable that there would exist, side by side with 
others, their fellowmen who languish in hunger and misery, indi- 
viduals and nations prodigally wasteful of their possessions, and there- 
fore deserving of the reproof which the Apostle Paul addressed to the 
degenerate members of a community of his time, when he insisted on 
the reasonable and feasible equality which the Lord’s Table demands? 
(1 Cor. 11:18.) How, finally, could anyone abuse power, oppress in- 
dividuals, groups, nay whole nations, whose ancient bonds, both spirit- 
ual and material, were irrevocably broken by our Savior, who asso- 
ciated them by adoption as sons of God with His own dignity? No, 
such contradictions would not be possible if the citizens of a nation. 
and, God grant it, all men, knew the reality of the Eucharistic mystery 
and drew from It their inspiration and their life. 

May, then, this Mystery of holiness and peace become to the minds 
of all men an ardent yearning and a solemn promise, whose far-reach- 
ing consequences will show once again that Christ is the world’s Savior, 
the Alpha and Omega of creation, the Source of every supernatural 
grace and every human virtue, and that by Him and in Him is the des. 
tiny of all mankind accomplished. 
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Professing the Faith 

Oo O-0Oe 
HE profession or demonstration of our Faith is a duty. 
St. Paul teaches, “With the heart a man believes unto 
justice, and with the mouth profession of faith is made 
unto salvation” (Rom. 10:10). The Doctor of the Gen- 
tiles means to say that only when heart and mouth are in 
harmony, when word and deed make known the Faith 
dwelling in the heart, will justification and blessedness 
be ours. How clear and decided is the word of our Savior: “Everyone 
who acknowledges Me before men, I also will acknowledge him before 
My Father in heaven. But whoever disowns Me before men, I in turn 
will disown him before My Father in heaven” (Math. 10:32,33). 
Equally clear is the saying of Christ: “Whoever is ashamed of Me 
and My words, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed when He comes 
in His glory and that of the Father and of the holy angels” (Luke 
9:26). 

Profession of Faith is a natural expression of the interior senti- 
ments. Everyone who really has Faith in his heart will also show it 
exteriorly. In this sense the Psalmist declared, “I have believed, there- 
fore have I spoken” (Ps. 115:1). We owe God not only interior but 
also exterior homage, because we are composed of both body and soul, 
and both were created by Him. This exterior homage we give to Him 
by every outward manifestation of our religious convictions. Such 
outward expression of our religious sentiments is the more valuable 
and necessary, the more unbelief comes to the foreground and tries 
to gain public opinion. 





Everyone who is in earnest about his religion and his Catholicity 
must be conscious of the fact that by the Sacrament of Confirmation 
he has received not only the strength but also the duty, as a soldier of 
Jesus Christ, to stand up for and defend his supreme Lord and Sover- 
eign King, and the supremacy of His principles, fearlessly and faith- 
fully. Circumstances may be very difficult so as to require great 
courage to profess the Faith openly, as, for example, in surroundings 
of complete unbelief or of hostility. But if soldiers are not ashamed to 
belong to a large and famous army, much less should we be ashamed, 
as campaigners for Christ, to belong to the Church; for it is a large 
spiritual army of over four hundred million souls, to which we have the 
honor and the grace to belong; an army which for nineteen hundred 
years has been victorious in innumerable battles against the powerful 
enemy of our salvation and which will always remain victorious. 
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Let us gladly bear the revilings and the abuses we may have to 
suffer for the profession of our Faith, mindful of the words of St. 
Peter: “If you are upbraided for the name of Christ, blessed will you 
be” (1 Pet. 4:14). Let us be mindful of the great joy which, according 
to the “Acts”, the Apostles experienced for that very reason, “that they 
had been counted worthy to suffer disgrace for the Name of Jesus” 
(Acts 5:41). How unjust and ungrateful we should be if we did not 
have the courage to profess our Faith when it became necessary for 
us to do so! Out of His immeasurable goodness God has led us to the 
Faith and thereby opened heaven for us. For this great benefit we 
should constantly and joyfully thank Him and proclaim Him to all 
the people. But alas, only too often we see that many are wanting the 
necessary courage to profess the Faith. They keep a cowardly silence 
and listen without protest to the jeers and blasphemies of unbelievers. 
and even smile at the scoffers who deride everything that is holy. 
What a disgrace! 

Heroic Catholics of every age, of every generation, of every condi- 
tion, have suffered and continue to suffer for love of their Faith the 
most cruel tortures and to give the last drop of their blood. On the 
other hand, there are many other Catholics, unworthy of the name, who 
for fear of being derided or blamed, of losing favor, or of suffering 
loss to their property or social position, fail in their duty of professing 
their Faith, and so become traitors to the holiest of all causes, their 
religion. And this solely with respect to fellowmen who are poor and 
weak, blind in their thinking and judgment, and frequently incapable 
of distinguishing right from wrong, people in whom, in many cases. 
a bad conscience speaks instead of good reason. 

Here is the time to apply and heed the cry of the Psalmist: “Do 
ye manfully, and let your heart be strengthened!” (Ps. 30:25.) Let 
the honor of Jesus Christ, the fame of His holy Church, the sublimity 
of His religion, be constantly before your eyes and cause you to say 
courageously with St. Paul: “I am not ashamed of the Gospel, for it 
is the power of God unto salvation to everyone who believes” (Rom. 
1:16). Such we solemnly promised at holy Baptism when the purifying 
water was poured on our head and cleansed our soul; such we promised 
at holy Confirmation when, after the prayer, the laying on of his hand, 
and the anointing of the bishop, we received the knighting blow of 
Christ. This promise was repeated in the most solemn manner when 
for the first time we received the Body of Christ. May this promise 
which we made on the three most important and grace-laden days of 
our lives be sacred to us, sacred till our hearts stop beating in death! 


Far be it from us to speak out in defense of our own honor and to 
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stand up courageously for the cause of our neighbor, but to leave our 
Divine Savior, His teachings and His Church undefended before the 
shamelessly passionate enemies of truth, or even to deny them! 

The formal denial of the Faith is of course more sinful than the 
shame which prevents our professing it. Never, under any circumstances 
nor for any price, is it permitted to deny the Faith, either in reality 
or under pretense. But it does not follow that we are always and 
everywhere bound to proclaim our Faith openly, or so to say “advertise” 
it. Silence is sometimes allowed. When is open profession necessary ? 
The open profession of Faith is obligatory when its omission would 
rob Our Lord of the honor due Him or when the salvation of our soul 
or that of our neighbor would be endangered. It is impossible to 
explain here all the cases in which it is our duty to profess our Faith. 
The foregoing general principle will suffice. 

Catholics today are often reproached for their intolerance. This 
reproach is unjust. In the true sense we Catholics are tolerant to 
those of other beliefs. We respect their good faith and wish them the 
free exercise of their religion. But we have a right to expect that this 
freedom in the practice of religion which they demand should also be 
conceded to us. Hence, it would not be right to be silent if the free 
practice of our religion were denied us or even restrained, or if things 
Catholic were derided. Silent acceptance in such cases would be sinful 
tolerance and a direct violation of our strict duty as Catholics. Would 
that this were heeded by our unprincipled, wavering Catholics, who 
are guided by the changing opinions of the day, and that they might 
find proper but inoffensive words in the battle for our just and holy 


cause, unmindful of the cry of our opponents that we are intolerant. 
To be continued 


CxKOORD) 


Little Lovers’ League 


HEN you think of March, dear Little Lovers, who comes - 
to your mind first of all? We know your answer right 
away will be: “Why, St. Joseph, of course; March is his 
month!” As the old hymn says: “There’s no saint in 
heaven, St. Joseph, like you.” And how true that is! 

For St. Joseph was the husband of Mary, the Mother of God, and the 
foster father of Jesus Himself. He was, therefore, the man closest to 
Our Lord and the one He most loved. Joseph took the place of the 
Heavenly Father on earth, caring for Jesus and supporting Him and 
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Mary by working as a carpenter. He was the head of the Holy Family, 
and both Jesus and His Mother delighted to obey him. 

Perhaps, if you are used to seeing pictures of St. Joseph as an old 
man with a long grey beard, you may have the wrong idea about this 
wonderful saint. St. Joseph was not an old man, but a young one, at 
least at the time of his marriage with Mary, and a strong one, too, as he 
would have to be to do the hard work of carpentry in those times when 
there were no tools or equipment such as we now have to make the 
trade lighter. Nor did he go about carrying a lily in one hand, as you 
often see him pictured! The artists use this lily only to indicate to us 
the spotless purity of St. Joseph’s soul. Although he was one of the 
most hidden of saints, he must also have been one of the happiest, even 
while on earth, for he began his “heaven” on earth, living with and for 
Jesus and our Blessed Mother. When he looked up from his work, his 
eyes rested on Them. When he ate his meals, they had been prepared 
by Our Lady and perhaps were served to him by Jesus. When he rested 
after the day’s work was finished, the small Christ-Child came to sit on 
his lap and listen to his stories. And so his life passed, hand-in-hand 
with Jesus and Mary. 

So you see what a great saint is our saint for March. And if you 
have not been a particular friend of his before now, this would be a 
fine time to begin, as nothing would please Our Blessed Mother more 
in this Marian Year than to see you honoring and loving her dear 
spouse, St. Joseph. 

PRACTICE: Try during the days of Lent to offer some little sacri- 
fice daily — giving up a favorite dessert occasionally, doing an extra 
household task for mother, helping a younger brother or sister with 


homework, in honor of St. Joseph; and say the following ejaculation 
often. 


ASPIRATION: Dear Guardian of Jesus and Mary, pray for us and 
teach us to imitate your virtues. 


The Poor Little Rich Girl 


UDITH was sulking, which was nothing unusual, for Judith often 
sulked. Whenever she did not get her own way, her small red 
mouth drooped at the corners, and a scowl darkened her brown eyes 
till they seemed almost black, while the ugly lines in her forehead 
made her seem much older than her eleven years. Judith, in fact, was 
thoroughly spoiled. Her mother had died when she was just a baby 
and her busy father, who rarely saw his daughter, had left her in the 
eare of an elderly aunt, with orders that she was to be given every- 
thing that could make her happy. This meant that her poor aunt had a 
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hard time trying to bring Judith up as a proper young Jewish maiden 
should be trained, and she often took to her bed, murmuring that it 
was impossible to keep up with an active, disobedient child like Judith. 


This particular day had been unusually trying for poor Aunt 
Martha. In the first place, Judith had not wanted to leave the busy, in- 
teresting city for their summer home in Nazareth, which she called 
“that pokey little place.’”” Then, she had been very disagreeable all 
during the drive down, and now that they were settled in the big house 
on the hill overlooking the village, she just sat in a big chair, refusing 
to go out into the beautiful garden, or to play with any of the toys in 
the playroom or even take her dog, Judan, who was wagging his tail 
eagerly, for a walk to explore the grounds. Finally, her aunt gave 
up trying to find something that would interest her and went upstairs 
to rest. As the servants were all busy unpacking and making order, 
the little girl was left alone with only Judan for company. Moodily 
she watched him roaming about the room, until at last, thinking that 
anything would be better than sitting still like this, she got up and 
went out to the garden. But that was not very exciting, so she decided 
to climb the hill which sloped upward toward the west, behind the 
house. Tiring of this after a while, she sat down on a large, moss- 
covered stone to rest. The sky was a beautiful clear blue, with little 
white clouds dancing across it, like lambs escaped from a sheepfold. 
Judan went running back and forth happily, returning every now and 
then to her, as if to report on his findings, so that, in spite of herself, 
Judith had to laugh at his antics. 

Suddenly he stiffened and gave two or three short barks, his 
signal that someone was approaching. Then around the top of the hill 
came a young boy, with a strong tanned face and arms, and a fishing 
pole over one shoulder. He was whistling a merry little tune and did 
not see Judith until he was quite close. He stopped in surprise and 
patted Judan, who, to Judith’s surprise — for he did not like strangers 
as a rule —was standing quietly beside him, wagging his tail in a 
friendly manner. ‘He is a fine dog,’’ the boy said, smiling, ‘‘and he 
seems to like it here.’’ This made Judith remember her woes, and she 
pouted as she answered: ‘‘Well, Judan may like it, but I don’t! It’s 
too quiet and there’s nothing to do.”’ 

The boy looked at her for a moment and his calm, dark eyes made 
Judith sorry she had answered so crossly. She flushed a little as he 
replied gravely: ‘‘I am sorry you find it tiresome, but don’t you have 
anyone to play with?” “I don’t live here all year round,” Judith ex- 
plained, ‘‘just for a few months in the summer, so I don’t know any- 
body; besides, I never see any boys or girls around.’’ ‘They are help- 
ing their parents,’’ the boy told her simply, ‘‘in the vineyards with their 
mothers, or fishing with their fathers, or watching sheep on the hills.’ 

“T don’t have any mother,” said Judith sadly, ‘‘and my father 
doesn’t need any help —I hardly ever see him.”’ 

There was warm sympathy in the boy’s eyes as he answered: 
“If you come with me, I'll bring you to someone who can keep you 
company. In that little house at the foot of the hill is a poor, sick 
woman and her little crippled daughter. I am taking them the fish 
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I caught for supper and my mother is already there; she is helping 
to look after Hera, that’s the sick woman, and she lets me help, too.”’ 

In a few minutes they reached the house and a woman came to 
the door to meet them. Her eyes rested lovingly on the boy as he 
introduced Judith to her and then led her by the hand into the small 
room. Judith could not take her eyes from this woman, who was the 
boy’s mother, and watched her as she went about cleaning and tidying 
the house and preparing the fish for supper. She walked so gracefully, 
her manner was so kindly and simple, she noticed so quickly and 
quietly what was needed and supplied it with such a happy smile and 
a few comforting words, that Judith suddenly longed for a mother like 
her. The boy saw this in her face, and drew her gently over to a couch 
near the window, where, for the first time, Judith saw the little girl 
who lay quietly on it. A joyous smile lighted her wan face when she 
recognized the boy, who said, as he drew a small carved doll from his 
pocket: ‘‘See, I’ve brought you two presents, today, Rachel, a wooden 
doll, and a real live girl for company.’ Judith took the weak little 
hand the girl stretched out to her and tried to smile, but tears lay close 
to her eyes, for Rachel was so small and helpless. Under the light 
rug which covered her, Judith could see the shrunken, twisted legs 
that would never walk, and the back which had to be supported with 
pillows. But Rachel was talking happily: “This is wonderful, a doll 
and somebody to play with, too!’’ In the house on the hill was a whole 
room full of toys, with dolls of all shapes and sizes, that were never 
used, and here was this poor, crippled child so happy over such a little 
thing! The boy and Rachel were talking together, laughing at some 
happening the boy related, and Judith thought to herself slowly. 
“She isn’t poor, not really——she doesn’t have anything, but she is 
happy and generous. I’m the poor one, always complaining, when 
I have so much.” 

When it was time to go, Judith promised to come and visit Rachel 
again the next day. The boy’s mother walked with them to the gate, 
telling her son to take Judith back to the house, lest she lose her way 
going by herself. Judith held her hand, as she asked shyly: ‘Please, 
could I help you, tomorrow? Would you show me how to clean and 
help with the sick woman and maybe cook something, too?’’ The 
woman did not laugh at this request, as Judith feared she might, 
but bent over and kissed Judith’s forehead, smoothing back the dark 
hair, and her voice was kind as she answered: ‘“‘Yes, Judith, we will 
help Rachel and her mother, together, tomorrow.”’ 

As the boy was about to leave her at the gate of the big house, 
Judith turned to him and said: ‘‘Thank you for showing me, so much.” 
The boy seemed to know what she meant and his smile was like his 
mother’s as he looked at her. ‘“‘May I bring some of my toys to Rachel 
tomorrow?’’ she asked hesitantly, and then went on, ‘‘You have not 
told me your name, and I would so like to know it.’’ The sun setting 
over the hills clothed the boy in light, so that his whole figure was 
outlined in golden rays as he answered, ‘“‘My name is Jesus, Judith. 
I will call for you tomorrow and we will take the toys to Rachel. 
I will show you others, too, who need help; you have much and so you 
must give much, for that is the only road to happiness... .’’ 
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Devotions to St. Joseph — Prayers and devotions in honor of St. 
Joseph for every occasion and need — Proper of his Votive Mass, Litany, 
novena prayers, prayers for urgent intentions. 15¢ 


St. Benedict, Beloved of God — An account of the miracle-filled 
life of the founder of the Benedictine Order, the peace-maker of Monte 
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The Goodness of Our Savior — A booklet you will want to read 
and re-read, as it tells you of Our Savior’s boundless and eternal love for 
you, His desire that you love Him in return, of His mercy and the trust you 
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More Precious than Diamonds — Far more precious than the cost- 
liest, most beautiful diamond or jewel is grace, the precious “jewel” that 
wins heaven for us. Read this booklet to discover the value of grace and 
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Conformity to the Will of God — Peace is the result of bringing 
our stubborn human wills into union with the loving will of God. Let this 
booklet show you how to achieve this lasting and blessed peace and security. 
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Sacramentals — If you do not know how to use and value these prec- 
ious, grace-bringing, merit-winning signs of our Church, you are missing 
much that could bring you to a fuller and richer life of Faith. This booklet 
will help you know and appreciate them. 15¢ 


From Earth to Heaven — This life is only a journey — heaven is 
our goal. Use this precious time profitably so as to arrive safely at your 
eternal goal. This booklet suggests definite, practical and well-tried means 
for doing so. 15¢ 
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What is God? — A stimulating, challenging presentation of ideas and 
thoughts on making God a reality in your daily life, and an appeal to know 
and serve Him better. 15¢4 


The Treasures of the Mass — A family that makes the Mass the cen- 
ter of its devotion is a strong family, one that can face the storms of life un- 
defeated. This booklet is a real treasure, with its clear, simple and interest- 
ing explanation of the prayers, ceremonies and mysteries of the Mass. 128 
pages, 50¢ 


The Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the Home — 4 prac- 
tice ever growing in popularity is the Enthroning of the Sacred Heart as 
King and Master of the home. Marvelous results have followed His coming 
in this way into the heart of the home. This booklet gives all the details, 
aims and methods of the Enthronement. 15¢ 


Devotion to Mary — Who is a better guide to a happy, holy family 
life than Mary, Queen of the Holy Family? This booklet on devotion to 
her will enable you to love and imitate her better in this year so specially 
dedicated to her. 15¢ 


Go to Joseph — Virgin-Father of Jesus, Spouse of Mary, and him- 
self a working man who had to support his family, like many another fa- 
ther and husband, St. Joseph is an ideal and most powerful friend of the 
family. This booklet, which includes a fine selection of prayers in his honor, 
will inspire you with great confidence in him. 15¢4 


Why Not Make Your Home Ideal? Ideas and suggestions on 
building a happy, truly Christian home and family life, after the pattern 
of the Holy Family at Nazareth. A real aid in child-training. 15¢ 


Postage extra. 
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